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Public Policy Exchange holds regular interactive seminars which provide
an invaluable interface for policy discussion, debate and networking.
These special events offer local practitioners, civil servants and other
stakeholders not only an insight into current policy thinking, but also the
opportunity to feed into future development across all areas of public policy.




Is Britain Prepared for Floods? Enhancing Flood Resilience through Innovation,

Technology and Collaboration

Overview

Present estimates state that annual flood damages for the whole of the UK are
£1.1 billion, with around 5.4 million properties in England at risk of flooding
from rivers, the sea, or surface water. In 2017 costal areas across the UK have
been hit by severe winds and heavy rain, causing power cuts and damage to
properties. In North Yorkshire flash flooding caused road closures and trains to
be cancelled. Whole communities across the UK have been left isolated, without
power, with severe disruptions or damage to local transport infrastructure.

Funding for flood defences is a source of continuous political debate and
controversy. Under the coalition government spending on flood defence
did increase overall, despite initial claims it would decrease. Whilst revenue
funding is allocated for a one-year period only, the 2015 Government protected
maintenance funding in real terms at the 2015/16 level (£171 million), and
allocated funding up until 2020, totalling about £1 billion. Future capital
investment is moreover contingent on £600 million partnership funding
contributions, of which the Government had raised £270 million in 2016.

However, funding is not the only variant conducive to sustainable or effective
flood resilience. Last year the Government launched its ‘National Flood Resilience
Review/, outlining its strategy to enhance flood defences. Among other
recommendations outlined in the review, it outlined the need for increased
collaboration between various stakeholders and investment in innovation and
technology to enhance flood resilience. New technologies can improve warning
systems and increase awareness of flood maps, whilst enhanced collaboration can
support the establishment of community flood groups. Previously, householders
cold also access innovative ways to defend against flooding through the
Government'’s Repair and Renew Grant however present funding streams have
stopped. UK SMEs are also providing the opportunity for householders to
purchase door guards, flood resilient cavity wall insulation and mobile barriers.

This crucial symposium will address the debate surrounding the UK’s flood
resilience strategy. It will provide policy makers, local flood authorities,
environmental agencies, government departments, local authorities and
businesses, the opportunity to resolve the challenges around enhancing
innovation and increasing collaboration to maximise the efficacy of flood defences..

““Floods are such an interconnected, interdependent problem,
that it cannot be tackled by one stakeholder alone.”

— Linda Freiner, program manager for the Zurich Flood Resilience
Program

Accommodation

Through our partnership with HotelMap,

we are able to offer our delegates heavily
discounted hotel rates at a wide range of
London hotels. To view hotel availability

and rates and to book online, d
visit www.HotelMap.com/M5NUZ/
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Why Attend?

Scrutinise the Government’s National
Flood Resilience Review and discuss other
government measures to enhance flood
resilience

Review gaps in the Government’s strategy
to tackle floods and debate ways to fill these
gaps with innovative policy ideas

Discuss the future of flood resilience
management and review future challenges
facing local authorities

Develop tools to measure a locality’s
resilience by analysing various aspects of local
authority resilience capacity

Formulate a framework to translate a local
authority’s ambitions of resilience into action

Analyse the role of innovation in
delivering multiple benefits and better
outcomes for flood resilience management

Strategise a framework to drive
collaboration, engagement and partnership
between local government, communities and
businesses

Reflect on how technology, such as
drones, can capture effective data to drive up
standards of flood resilience

Who Should Attend?

+ Emergency Planning Officers
+ Lead Local Flood Authorities
+ The Environment Agency
« District and Borough Councils
» Coastal Erosion Risk Management Authorities
» Water and Sewage Companies
» FCRM Officers
+ Resilience and Disaster Recovery Officers
» Emergency Responders
» Flood and Water Officers
« Civil Contingencies Managers
+ Local Authority Officers and Councillors
«+ Central and Regional Government Agencies
+ Fire and Ambulance Service
« Police Service and Police Authorities
« Civil Defence and Emergency Planning
Consultants
+ Community Safety Teams
« Transport Operators
+ Risk Assessment Teams
+ Business Continuity Teams
- Disaster Recovery Charities and NGOs
« Environmental Services and Sanitary Services
+ Environmental and Utilities Service Providers
+ Environmental Health Teams
« Energy Companies
Planning Officers
« Sustainability Advisers
« Climate Change Officers

Enquiries: 020 3137 8630

www.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk

@PublicPolicyEx



Is Britain Prepared for Floods? Enhancing Flood Resilience through Innovation,

Technology and Collaboration

Programme

09:30 Registration and Morning Refreshments

10:30 Panel Session One Is Britain flood prepared" Preparing Iocal
communities and local Authorities for Floods
+ The Policy Debate: Analyse the Government’s National Flood Resilience
Review
» Moving Forward: Investigate potential gaps in the Government’s strategy
to tackle floods and debate ways to fill these gaps with innovative policy
ideas
- Looking to the Future: What's next for flood resilience management and
how best to get there?
» Measuring Resilience: Analysing various aspects of a local authority’s
resilience capacity and develop tools to measure it effectively
+ A Framework for the Future: Formulate a framework to translate a local
authority’s ambltlons of city resilience mto action

13:30 Panel Session Two. Forward Thinking: Enhancmg flood re5|I|ence
through innovation, collaboration and partnership
« Forward Thinking: What challenges are next to enhance flood resilience
management and what solutions can help us prepare?
« Better Outcomes Through Innovation: How innovation can deliver multiple
benefits and better outcomes for flood resilience management
« Better Outcomes Through Collaboration: How to drive engagement and
partnership between local government, communities and businesses
« Better Outcomes Through Technology: How technology, such as drones,
can capture effective data to drive up standards of flood resilience
« Better Outcomes Through Partnerships: How partnerships between SMEs
and Local Government can aide flood protection and a town’s recovery
from flooding

* Please note that the programme is subject to change without notice *

Marketing and Exhibition Opportunities

We offer a range of opportunities to enable your organisation to raise its profile and
communicate with key decision makers in the public sector.

For further information please contact us on 020 3137 8630 or email
info@publicpolicyexchange.co.uk

Event Details

Date:  Thursday 8th February 2018
Time: 10:15am - 4:30pm
Venue: Central London

Forthcoming Events

Protecting Assets of Community Value:
Supporting Local Pubs
24th October 2017

Reducing Homelessness and Rough
Sleeping: Working in Partnership to
Support the Most Vulnerable

25th October 2017

The Future of Blue-Light Services:
Assessing the Policing and Crime Act and
Embedding Collaboration in Every Area
26th October 2017

Empowering Independence: Improving
Housing Support for Older and Vulnerable
People

31st October 2017

9th Annual Young People’s Sexual Health
and Well Being Symposium: Empowering
and Safeguarding through Effective PSHE
and RSE

2nd November 2017

Tackling Violence against Women & Girls:
Reviewing government policy & providing
improved support to victims

7th November 2017

Considering the Future of Higher
Education in post-Brexit Britain: Assessing
Challenges and Opportunities

8th November 2017

The Future of the NHS post-Brexit:
Analysing the Impact upon Recruitment,
Research and Resources

9th November 2017

Revitalising UK Midwifery: Transforming
Maternity Services to Improve Quality,
Safety and Choice

14th November 2017

Safeguarding Vulnerable Persons in
Custody: Reducing Deaths, Self-Harm and
Assaults

15th November 2017

Digital Transformation in Local
Government: Unlocking the Potential of
Data on the Local Level

16th November 2017

The Future of British High Streets: Working
in Partnership to Revitalise and Modernise
Town Centres

21st November 2017

Enquiries: 020 3137 8630

www.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk

@PublicPolicyEx



